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The American Civil War, also known as the War Between the States or simply the Civil War, was a 
civil war fought from 1861 to 1865, after seven Southern slave states declared their secession 
and formed the Confederate States of America (also named the Confederacy or simply the 
South, which grew to include eleven states). The states that remained in the Union were known 
as the Union or the North. Northerners also called the Civil War the War to Preserve the Union, the 
War of the Rebellion (War of the Southern Rebellion), and the War to Make Men Free. Southerners 
referred to it as the War Between the States or the War of Northern Aggression. 
The war had its origin in the fractious issue of slavery, especially the extension of slavery into 
the western territories, but also - and probably first of all - in the North’s aim of maintaining 
economic power and influence in Southern States, and of taking advantage of their raw materials 
and prosperity. In this war foreign powers did not intervene. After four years of bloody combat 
that left over 700,000 Union and Confederate soldiers dead and destroyed much of the South’s 
infrastructure, the Confederacy collapsed, slavery was abolished, and the difficult Reconstruction 
process of restoring national unity and guaranteeing civil rights to the freed slaves began. 
Hostilities began on April 12, 1861, when Confederate forces fired upon Fort Sumter, a key fort 
held by Union troops in South Carolina, and ended in the summer of 1865, when all Confederate 
generals surrendered to the Union. 
The American Civil War was one of the earliest true industrial wars. Railroads, the telegraph, 
steamships, and mass-produced weapons were employed extensively. The mobilization of civilian 
factories, mines, shipyards, banks, transportation and food supplies all foreshadowed World War 
I. It remains the deadliest war in American history, resulting in the deaths of an estimated 
750,000 soldiers and an undetermined number of civilian casualties. One estimate of the death 
toll is that 10 percent of all Northern males 20-45 years old, and 30 percent of all Southern white 
males aged 18-40 perished. 

MEANING OF … 
FRACTIOUS: difficult, hard to manage or control (difficile). 
STEAMSHIP: a large ship that uses steam to produce power (nave a vapore, piroscafo). 
MINE: a deep hole or holes in the ground that people dig so that they can remove coal, gold, etc 
(miniera). 
SHIPYARD: a place where ships are built or repaired (cantiere navale). 
FORESHADOW: to show or say that something will happen in the future (presagire, prevedere, 
anticipare). 
DEADLY: likely to cause death (mortale). 
CASUALTY: someone who is hurt or killed in an accident or war (morto, perdita, vittima). 
DEATH TOLL: the total number of people who die in an accident, war, natural disaster (bilancio delle 
vittime, numero delle vittime). 
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1. Causes of secession 

The causes of the Civil War were complex and have been controversial since the war began. The 
issue has been further complicated by historical revisionists, who have tried to offer a variety of 
reasons for the war. Slavery has been traditionally considered the central source of escalating 
political tension in the 1850s. It is commonly thought that the Republican Party was determined 
to prevent any spread of slavery (but was it for real?); and many Southern leaders had threatened 
secession if the Republican candidate, Abraham Lincoln, won the 1860 election. After Lincoln had 
won without carrying a single Southern state, many Southern whites felt that disunion had 
become their only option, because they felt as if they were losing representation, which hampered 
their ability to promote their economic system. 

1.1 Slavery 
The slavery issue was primarily about whether the system of slavery was an anachronistic evil that 
was incompatible with Republicanism in the United States, or a state-based property system 
protected by the Constitution. The strategy of the anti-slavery forces was containment - to stop 
the expansion and thus put slavery on a path to gradual extinction (but, why did they have this 
purpose for real?). To slave holding interests in the South, this strategy was perceived as 
infringing upon their Constitutional rights. Slavery was being phased out of existence in many 
Northern states and was fading in the border states and urban areas, but was expanding in highly 
profitable cotton districts of the South. 

Since 1808 the international slave trade with 
Africa was banned by a federal law; nevertheless 
slaves were repeatedly and illegally imported. 
Despite compromises in 1820 and 1850, the 
slavery issue exploded in the 1850s. Northerners 
attempted to exclude slavery from the new 
conquered territories. Northern (and British) 
readers recoiled in anger at the horrors of slavery 
as described in the novel and play Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin (1852) by abolitionist writer Harriet 
Beecher Stowe. Most observers believed that 

without expansion slavery would eventually die out. 
Meanwhile, in the 1850s the South saw an increasing number of slaves leave the border states 
through sale, manumission and more often escape. This situation increased Southern fears that 
slavery was threatened with rapid extinction in this area. With tobacco and cotton wearing out the 
soil, the South believed it needed to expand slavery. Some advocates for the Southern states 
argued in favor of reopening the international slave trade to populate territory that was to be 
newly opened to slavery. Southerners demanded for a slave code to ensure slavery in their 
territories. 
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But political debate was cut short throughout the South with Northern abolitionist John Brown’s 
1859 raid in Virginia in an attempt to incite slave insurrections. Finally, he was captured and 
found guilty on all counts and was hanged. Thus he became a symbol (but was he for real? His 
prophetic truth was that slavery could not be purged from America except with blood …) of the 
horror of slavery, considered as a national dishonor. Abraham Lincoln’s assessment of the political 
issue for the 1860 elections was that “This question of Slavery was more important than any other; indeed, 
so much more important has it become that no other national question can even get a hearing just at present”.  
But there were great economic interests under the slavery issue … 

MEANING OF … 
FURTHER: more, or to a greater degree (ulteriormente). 
SPREAD: when something affects or is known about by more people or involves a larger area 
(diffusione, espansione). 
THREATEN: to say that you will cause someone harm or trouble if they do not do what you want 
(minacciare). 
HAMPER: to make it difficult for someone to do something (intralciare, ostacolare). 
STATE-BASED: concerning public authority or grounded on it (pubblico, statale). 
PROFITABLE: producing a profit or a useful result (redditizio). 
BAN: to say that something must not be done, seen, used, etc (proibire, bandire, vietare). 
MANUMISSION: emancipation of a slave (affrancamento, liberazione). 
ADVOCATE: someone who publicly supports someone or something (sostenitore, difensore). 
THROUGHOUT: in every part of a particular area, place, etc (ovunque). 
HANG: to kill someone by dropping them with a rope around their neck, or to die in this way, 
especially as a punishment for a serious crime (impiccare). 
ASSESSMENT: a process in which you make a judgement about a person or situation, or the 
judgement you make (giudizio, posizione). 

PHRASAL VERBS 
PUT ON A PATH: to lead something to a particular outcome (portare sulla via, indirizzare). 
INFRINGE UPON: to limit someone’s freedom in some way (invadere). 
PHASE OUT: to gradually stop using or providing something (eliminare). 
RECOIL IN ANGER: to feel such a strong dislike of a particular situation that you want to avoid it 
(esplodere di rabbia, di indignazione). 
DIE OUT: to disappear or stop existing completely (scomparire). 
WEAR OUT: to become damaged and useless, or to make something like this, by using it a lot or for 
a long time (consumare, impoverire, logorare). 
TO BE CUT SHORT: if something is cut short, it is stopped before you expected or before it is 
finished (interrompere, mettere fine). 

1.2 Sectionalism 
Sectionalism refers to the different economies, social structure, customs and political values of the 
North and the South. It increased steadily between 1800 and 1860 as the North, which phased 
slavery out of existence, industrialized, urbanized and built prosperous farms, while the deep 
South concentrated on plantation agriculture based on slave labor. 
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Industry 
The North was more industrial. The Southern states, with about 35 per cent of USA 
population, produced only 10 per cent of the nation’s manufactured output in the 1850s. The 
North had twice as much railway track as the South. 

Urbanization 
The North was far more urban. In 1860 the Confederate states had only 20 towns over 5,000 
people. Even cities like Charleston and Richmond had populations of under 40,000. Only New 
Orleans with 175,000 inhabitants was comparable to Northern cities in size and diversity. Only 
one Southerner in 14 was a town dweller compared with one in four Northerners. 

Immigrants 
Unlike the South, the North had a growing number of immigrants. Between 1830 and 1860 
most of the five million immigrants to the USA settled in the North. Thus, one in six 
Northerners in 1860 was foreign born compared to one in 30 Southerners. 

Protectionism 
Historically, southern slave-holding states, because of their low cost manual labor, had little 
perceived need for mechanization, and supported having the right to sell cotton and purchase 
manufactured goods from any nation. Northern states, which had heavily invested in their still-
nascent manufacturing, could not compete with the full-fledged industries of Europe in 
offering high prices for cotton imported from the South and low prices for manufactured 
exports in return. For this reason, northern manufacturing interests supported tariffs and 
protectionism while southern planters demanded free trade. 

Values 
Many Southerners, disliking what they saw in the North, had no wish to industrialize and 
urbanize. There was a general Southern belief that old agrarian ways and values were better 
than Yankee materialism. Southerners remained proudly and defiantly rooted in the past. Many 
held a ‘romantic’ view of the Southern way of life, seeing themselves as gracious and 
hospitable. Yankees, in contrast, were seen as ill-mannered, aggressive and hypocritical. 
Northerners were generally better educated than Southerners and more responsive to new 
ideas. 
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Slavery 
In 1776 slavery existed in all the 13 colonies. However, it was of major importance only in the 
South, largely, because the Northern climate was not suited to plantation agriculture. In the 
last decades of the 18th century radical Protestants, especially Quakers, condemned slavery as 
a moral evil. Others thought it inconsistent with enlightened ideas that stressed liberty, 
equality and free enterprise. Many Northern states abolished slavery, some at a stroke, others 
gradually. In 1787 Congress passed an ordinance that kept slavery out of the North-West 
territory. In 1808 the US banned the slave trade with Africa. Even some Southerners regarded 
slavery as an evil (albeit a necessary one) and a few freed their slaves. 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Protectionism - It is the economic policy of restraining trade between states (countries) through 
methods such as tariffs on imported goods, restrictive quotas, and a variety of other government 
regulations designed to allow (according to proponents) fair competition between imports and goods 
and services produced domestically. This policy contrasts with free trade, where government barriers 
to trade are kept to a minimum, and its aim is to protect production, businesses and workers within a 
country by restricting or regulating trade with foreign nations. 
Yankee - It is the name given to the soldier who fought on the side of the Union during the Civil 
War. Generally speaking, it is referred to someone born in or living in the Northern States of the US, 
sometimes used in an insulting way by people from the Southern US. 

MEANING OF … 
STEADILY: gradually and continuously (costantemente, regolarmente). 
MANUFACTURED OUTPUT: the amount of goods or work produced by the factory system 
(produzione industriale). 
TWICE AS MUCH: two times more, bigger, better, etc than something else (il doppio). 
FAR MORE: very much, or to a great degree (molto più). 
DWELLER: someone who lives in a particular place (abitante). 
SETTLE: to go to live in a new place and stay there for a long time (stabilirsi, sistemarsi). 
SLAVE-HOLDING STATES: states interested in keeping slavery on (stati schiavisti). 
MANUFACTURED GOODS: products made in large quantities using machines (beni industriali). 
FULL-FLEDGED: completely developed (completamente sviluppato). 
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MANUFACTURED EXPORTS: act of sending for sale abroad industrial goods (esportazioni di prodotti 
industriali). 
PLANTER: someone who owns a plantation (proprietario di una piantagione). 
DEFIANTLY: in a rebellious manner (in modo ribelle). 
GRACIOUS: behaving in a polite, kind and generous way, especially to people of a lower rank 
(gentile). 
ILL-MANNERED: not polite and behaving badly in social situations (maleducato, sgarbato). 
HYPOCRITICAL: behaving in a way that is different from what you claim to believe, used to show 
disapproval (ipocrita). 
EDUCATED: having been well taught and learned a lot (istruito). 
RESPONSIVE: reacting quickly, in a positive way (reattivo, sensibile, pronto). 
LARGELY: mostly or mainly (principalmente). 
SUITED: to be acceptable or convenient for a particular person or in a particular situation (idoneo, 
adatto). 
STRESS: to emphasize a statement, fact, or idea (sottolineare, mettere in rilievo, in risalto). 
ENTERPRISE: the ability to think of new activities or ideas and make them work (intraprendenza, 
iniziativa). 
AT A STROKE: with a single sudden action (in un solo colpo). 
REGARD: to think about someone or something in a particular way (considerare, ritenere). 
ALBEIT: used to add information that reduces the force or importance of what you have just said 
(sebbene). 

PHRASAL VERBS 
KEEP OUT: to exclude, to shut out (tenere fuori, escludere). 

1.3 Territorial crisis 
Between 1803 and 1854, the United States achieved a vast expansion of territory through 
purchase, negotiation, and conquest. Of the states carved out of these territories by 1845, all had 
entered the union as slave states: Louisiana, Missouri, Arkansas, Florida and Texas, as well as the 
southern portions of Alabama and Mississippi. The only feasible strategy available by Northerners 
in order to take the South under control was to restrict the expansion of slavery into the new 
western territories. Slaveholding interests fully grasped the danger that this strategy posed to 
them. Both the South and the North drew the same conclusion: “The power to decide the question of 
slavery for the territories was the power to determine the future of slavery itself”. 

1.4 Lincoln’s election 
The election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1860 was the final trigger for 
secession. Lincoln was the Republican candidate and traditionally 
considered a committed abolitionist (but, was he for real?), but also a 
moderate, who wished for a gradual and planned abolition of slavery. 
Nevertheless, Southern leaders feared that he would stop the expansion of 
slavery immediately and put it on a course toward extinction. The slave 
states, which had already become a minority in the House of 
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Representatives, were now facing a future as a perpetual minority in the Senate and Electoral 
College against an increasingly powerful North.  

The debate among historians 
Who was Lincoln for real? 
According to a large number of scholars, such as Thomas DiLorenzo and Raimondo Luraghi, 
almost everything that Americans in general think they know about Lincoln is a mixture of myths, 
distortions and lies. 
1. The first lie, which is universally believed, is that Lincoln, dubbed the “Great Emancipator” by his 
cult of worshippers, went to war in order to free slaves. The abhorrence of racial injustice and the 
desire to abolish slavery played no role in the Union’s determination to strangle the Confederacy in 
its cradle. In 1862, Lincoln wrote: “My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and it is not 
either to save or destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave, I would do it”. 
2. A second lie is that Lincoln championed natural rights and racial equality. Both his words and his 
deeds utterly repudiated any belief in or respect for these admirable principles. “I have no purpose to 
introduce political and social equality between the white and black races”, he said in 1858. Like many and 
perhaps most other men of his time and place, Lincoln was an unapologetic and irredeemable racist: 
“I am in favour of the race to which I belong having the superior position”. He added: “Free them [slaves] and 
make them politically and socially our equals? My own feelings will not admit of this. We cannot, then, make them 
equals”. 
3. A third lie is the assertion that Lincoln was a “Defender of the Constitution”. The polar opposite is 
true: Lincoln was a tyrant and the despoiler par excellence of the Constitution. Generations of 
historians have accurately labelled him a “dictator”. Lincoln suspended the writ of Habeas corpus and 
ordered the military to arrest tens of thousands of political opponents. At his command, but without 
a shred of legal authority, almost 300 newspapers were closed and all telegraphic communications 
censored; elections in the North were rigged; throughout the Union, Democratic voters were 
intimidated; and the most outspoken member of the Democratic Party opposition, Congressman 
Clement L. Vallandigham of Ohio, was deported. 
4. A fourth lie is that Lincoln was a “great humanitarian” who bore “malice towards none”. The truth 
is that Lincoln planned and managed a total war upon Southern civilians. Lincoln ordered his troops 
to murder women and children. His war included the destruction of entire towns populated solely by 
civilians, massive looting, rape and execution without trial (or even charge) of non-combatants. 
5. A fifth lie is that the War of Northern Aggression was necessary. Only war, say its mythologisers 
and apologists, could have ended slavery. The truth, of course, is that it was a war of choice and not 
of necessity. This war, the deadliest in American history, caused the deaths of over 700,000 soldiers 
and an undetermined number (but possibly as many as 250,000) of civilians. Approximately one in 
four adult, white male Southerners perished. And it was all for nothing. 

KEY CONCEPTS 
House of Representatives - It is one of the two houses of the United States Congress (a bicameral 
legislature). It is frequently referred to as The House. The other house is the Senate. The composition 
and powers of the House are established in Article One of the United States Constitution. Each U.S. 
state is represented in the House in proportion to its population as measured in the census, but every 
state is entitled to at least one representative. The major power of the House is to pass federal 
legislation that affects the entire country, although its bills must also be passed by the Senate and 
further agreed to by the U.S. President before becoming law. 
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MEANING OF … 
ACHIEVE: to successfully complete something or get a good result, especially by working hard 
(ottenere, raggiungere, realizzare). 
FEASIBLE: possible and likely to work (fattibile, praticabile, possibile). 
GRASP THE DANGER: to completely understand the risk of a situation (comprendere il pericolo, il 
rischio). 
DRAW A CONCLUSION: to decide that a particular fact or principle is true according to the 
information you have been given (giungere a una conclusione). 
TRIGGER: the thing that quickly causes a serious problem (causa scatenante). 
COMMITTED: willing to work very hard at something (impegnato, convinto). 
FACE: when a difficult situation is going to affect you and you must deal with it (affrontare, 
fronteggiare). 
DUB: to give a nickname (soprannominare). 
CULT: a group of people very interested in a particular person or thing (setta, cricca, seguito). 
WORSHIPPER: someone who admires and loves a someone else so much that he cannot see their 
faults (devoto, adoratore). 
ABHORRENCE: a deep feeling of hatred towards something (avversione, ripugnanza). 
STRANGLE: to limit or prevent the growth or development of something (soffocare, strangolare, 
stroncare). 
CRADLE: the beginning of something (inizio, nascere). 
PARAMOUNT: more important than anything else (primario, di primaria importanza). 
STRUGGLE: a long hard fight (lotta, scontro, battaglia). 
CHAMPION (VERB): to public fight for and defend an aim or principle (sostenere). 
DEED: something someone does (atto, azione). 
UTTERLY: completely (totalmente, completamente). 
UNAPOLOGETIC: not feeling or saying you are sorry for something you have done (per nulla 
dispiaciuto). 
IRREDEEMABLE: too bad to be corrected, repaired or saved (irrecuperabile, incorreggibile, impenitente). 
DESPOILER: someone who steals from a place or people using force (depredatore, saccheggiatore). 
WRIT: a public document from a court (decreto). 
MILITARY: the military forces of a country (forze armate). 
SHRED: a very small amount of something (straccio). 
RIG: to dishonestly arrange the result of an election before it happens (manipolare, truccare). 
OUTSPOKEN: expressing your opinions honestly and directly (diretto, franco, esplicito). 
DEPORT: to make someone leave a country (espellere). 
BEAR MALICE: to hate someone (portare rancore). 
LOOTING: the indiscriminate taking of goods by force as part of a military or political victory, or 
during a catastrophe (saccheggio, razzia). 
RAPE: the crime of forcing someone to have sex, especially by using violence (stupro, violenza carnale). 
TRIAL: a legal process (processo). 
CHARGE: official accusation (accusa formale). 
ENTITLE TO: to give someone the official right to do or to have something (avere diritto a). 

PHRASAL VERBS 
CARVE OUT: to succeed in getting something that you want (costruire, ritagliare, realizzare, ottenere). 
WISH FOR: to want something to happen (auspicare). 
PUT ON A COURSE: to lead something to a particular outcome (portare sulla via, indirizzare). 
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2. Secession and war begins 

Before Lincoln took office in March 1861, seven states had declared their secession from the 
Union. They established a Southern government, the Confederate States of America on February 
4, 1861, and took control of federal forts and other properties within their boundaries. 

2.1 States align 
Confederate states 
Seven Deep South cotton states seceded by February 1861, starting with South Carolina, 
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas. These seven states formed the 
Confederate States of America (February 4, 1861), with Jefferson Davis as president, the city of 
Richmond, in Virginia, as capital and a governmental structure closely modeled on the U.S. 
Constitution. 
Between April and June 1861, an additional four Southern slave states declared their secession 
and joined the Confederacy: Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina and Tennessee. Several slave-
holding Native American tribes supported the Confederacy, giving the Indian Territory (now 
Oklahoma) a small, bloody civil war. 

Union states 
Twenty-three states remained loyal to the Union: California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, and Wisconsin. During the war, Nevada and West Virginia joined as new states of the 
Union. Tennessee and Louisiana were returned to Union military control early in the war. 
The territories of Colorado, Dakota, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Washington 
fought on the Union side. 
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2.2 Beginning the war 
Since December 1860, secessionists with and without state forces had seized Federal Court 
Houses, U.S. Treasury mints and post offices. Southern governors ordered militia mobilization, 
seized most of the federal forts and cannons within their boundaries and U.S. armories of infantry 
weapons. 
On March 4, 1861, Abraham Lincoln was sworn in as President. In his inaugural address, he 
argued that the Constitution was a binding contract, and called any secession “legally void”. He had 
no intent to invade Southern states at once, nor did he intend to end slavery immediately where it 
existed, but said that he would use force to maintain possession of federal property. His speech 
closed with a plea for restoration of the bonds of union. 
The South sent delegations to Washington and offered to pay for the federal properties and enter 
into a peace treaty with the United States. Lincoln rejected any negotiations with Confederate 
agents because he claimed that the Confederacy was not a legitimate government, and that 
making any treaty with it would be tantamount to recognition of it as a sovereign government. 

MEANING OF … 
TAKE OFFICE: to come to power (insediarsi in una carica). 
WITHIN: inside a particular building or area (all’interno). 
BOUNDARY: the real or imaginary line that marks the edge of a state, country, etc, or the edge of an 
area of land that belongs to someone (confine). 
SEIZE: to take something by force (impadronirsi). 
MINT: the place where coins are made (zecca). 
MILITIA: citizen soldiers (milizia civica). 
ARMORY: arsenal, weapons store (arsenale, armeria). 
INFANTRY: regiment of foot soldiers (fanteria). 
BINDING CONTRACT: a contract that must be obeyed (contratto vincolante). 
VOID: something that is not legal and has no effect (nullo, non valido). 
PLEA: a request that is urgent or full of emotion (appello). 
BOND: something that unites two or more people or groups, such as love, or a shared interest or 
idea (vincolo). 
TO BE TANTAMOUNT TO: to have the same effect of something else, or to be almost as 
something else (equivalente a). 

PHRASAL VERBS 
TO BE SWORN IN: when someone with a new public job or position makes an official promise to 
do his duty well (entrare in carica). 

3. The war 

The Civil War was a contest marked by the ferocity and frequency of battle. Over four years, more 
than 200 battles were fought, and many more minor actions and skirmishes. In the scales of world 
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military history, both sides fighting were characterized by their great intensity and high casualties: 
historian John Keegan once said that “The American Civil War was to prove one of the most ferocious wars 
ever fought”. Without geographic objectives, the only target for each side was the enemy’s soldier. 

3.1 1861-62 
1. The event that triggered war came at Fort Sumter in Charleston Bay on April 12, 1861. 
Claiming this United States fort as their own, the Confederate army opened fire on the federal 
garrison and forced it to lower the American flag in surrender. Lincoln called out the militia to 
suppress this “insurrection”. By the end of 1861 nearly a million armed men confronted each 
other along a line stretching 1200 miles from Virginia to Missouri. Several battles took place in 
Virginia, in Missouri, in North an South Carolina, where the Union navy established a base in 
Port Royal for a blockade to shut off the Confederacy’s access to the outside world. 
2. In April 1861, indeed, Lincoln announced the Union blockade of all Southern ports; 
commercial ships could not get insurance and regular traffic ended. “King Cotton” was dead, as 
the South could export less than 10% of its cotton. The blockade shut down the ten Confederate 
seaports: by June 1861, warships were stationed off them, and a year later nearly 300 ships were 
in service. 

The debate among historians 
Most historians argue that the blockade was a powerful weapon that eventually ruined the Southern 
economy, at the cost of very few lives in combat. The measure of the blockade’s success was not the 
few ships that slipped through, but the thousands that never tried it. Merchant ships owned in 
Europe could not get insurance and were too slow to evade the blockade; they simply stopped calling 
at Confederate ports. 

3. To fight an offensive war the Confederacy purchased ships from Britain, converted them to 
warships, and raided Union merchants ships in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Though the 
Confederacy hoped that Britain and France would join them against the Union, this was never 
likely, and so they instead tried to bring Britain and France in as mediators. The Union worked to 
block this, and threatened war if any country officially recognized the existence of the Confederate 
States of America. In 1861, Southerners voluntarily embargoed cotton shipments, hoping to start 
an economic depression in Europe that would force Britain to enter the war in order to get cotton, 
but this did not work. Europe developed other cotton suppliers, which they found superior, 
hindering the South’s recovery after the war. 
4. However, the real fighting began in 1862. Huge battles like Shiloh in Tennessee, Gaines’ Mill 
and Fredericksburg in Virginia, and Antietam in Maryland foreshadowed even bigger campaigns 
and battles in subsequent years, from Gettysburg in Pennsylvania to Vicksburg on the Mississippi 
to Chickamauga and Atlanta in Georgia. 
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3.2 1863-65 
1. For three long years, from 1861 to 1864, general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia 
staved off invasions and attacks by the Union Army commanded by a series of ineffective generals 
until Ulysses S. Grant came to Virginia from the Western theater to become general in chief of all 
Union armies in 1864. 
2. 1863 can be considered the turning point of the war. Southerner states began to feel the weight 
of continuous fighting, while the military and economic power on the Union became always more 
clear. In 1863 the outcome of war seemed to be predicted, so that President Lincoln declared the 
Emancipation Proclamation (January, 1st), which proclaimed the freedom of slaves in the eleven 
states that were still in rebellion (and in those states only), thus applying to 3 million of the 4 
million slaves in the U.S. at the time.  

The debate among historians 
The Emancipation Proclamation did more than lift the war to the level of a crusade for human 
freedom. It brought some substantial practical results, because it allowed the Union to recruit black 
soldiers. Two months before the war ended - in February 1865 - Lincoln told that the Emancipation 
Proclamation was “the central act of my administration, and the greatest event of the nineteenth century”. To 
Lincoln and to his countrymen it had become evident that the proclamation had dealt a deathblow to 
slavery in the United States, a fate that was officially sealed by the ratification of the Thirteenth 
Amendment in December 1865. 

3. By 1864 the original Northern goal of a limited war to restore the Union had given way to a 
new strategy of “total war” to destroy the Old South and its basic institution of slavery and to give 
the restored Union a “new birth of freedom”, as President Lincoln said. 
In 1864-1865 General William T. Sherman led his army deep into the Confederate heartland of 
Georgia and South Carolina destroying their economic infrastructures in a violent way, while 
General George Thomas virtually destroyed the Confederacy’s Army of Tennessee at the battle of 
Nashville. After several bloody battles, Grant finally brought Lee to bay at Appomattox in April 
1865. 
4. By the spring of 1865 all the principal Confederate armies surrendered. Lee surrendered his 
Army of Northern Virginia on April 9, 1865, at the McLean House in the village of Appomattox 
Court House. In an untraditional gesture and as a sign of Grant’s respect and anticipation of 
peacefully restoring Confederate states to the Union, Lee was permitted to keep his sword and his 
horse, Traveller. 
5. On April 14, 1865, while he was attending a play at 
Ford’s Theatre in Washington, President Lincoln was 
shot in the head by John Wilkes Booth, traditionally 
considered a Southern sympathizer. Lincoln died early 
the next morning, and Andrew Johnson became the 
President. Some historians claim that Booth was 
probably a Northern secret agent armed by unknown 
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and unbending Northerners, who hoped for a harder treatment for the South than that suggested 
by Lincoln. 
Meanwhile, Confederate forces across the South surrendered as news of Lee’s surrender reached 
them. President Johnson officially declared a virtual end to the insurrection on May 9, 1865, and 
when Union cavalry captured the fleeing Confederate President Jefferson Davis in Georgia on May 
10, 1865, resistance definitively collapsed and the war ended. The long, painful and fractious 
process of rebuilding a united nation free of slavery began. 

KEY CONCEPTS 
King Cotton - It was a slogan used during the American Civil War by the Confederacy to support 
secession from the United States, claiming that cotton exports would make an independent 
Confederate States of America economically prosperous, ruin the textile industry of New England, 
and - most importantly - would force Great Britain and France to support the Confederacy in the Civil 
War because their industrial economy depended on cotton textiles. 
Thirteenth Amendment - The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution abolished 
slavery and involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime. It was passed by the Senate on 
April 8, 1864, by the House on January 31, 1865, and adopted on December 6, 1865. On December 
18, 1865, Secretary of State William H. Seward proclaimed its adoption. It was the first of the three 
Reconstruction Amendments adopted following the American Civil War. 

MEANING OF … 
SKIRMISH: a fight between small groups of soldiers, ships, etc, especially one that happens away 
from the main part of a battle (scaramuccia, schermaglia). 
TARGET: something that you hope to achieve in the future (obiettivo). 
TRIGGER: to make something happen very quickly, especially a series of events (scatenare). 
GARRISON: a group of soldiers living in a town or fort and defending it, or the building where a 
garrison of soldiers live (guarnigione, presidio militare). 
STRETCH: to spread out or cover a large area of land (distendersi, allungarsi, svilupparsi). 
STATION (VERB): to send someone in the military to a particular place for a period of tome as part 
of their military duty (collocare, posizionare). 
LIKELY: when something will probably happen (probabile, verosimile, realizzabile). 
THREATEN: to say that you will cause someone harm or trouble if they do not do what you want 
(minacciare). 
EMBARGO: to officially stop particular goods being traded with another country (attuare un embargo, 
un divieto di commercio). 
SHIPMENT: a load of goods sent by sea, road or air, or the act of sending them (spedizione, partita, 
carico). 
SUPPLIER: a company or person that provides a particular product (fornitore). 
HINDER: to make it difficult for something to develop or succeed (ostacolare, impedire, intralciare). 
RECOVERY: the process of returning to a normal condition after a period of trouble or difficulty 
(ripresa). 
HUGE: very popular or famous (popolare, famoso). 
FORESHADOW: to show or say that something will happen in the future (presagire, prevedere, 
anticipare). 
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AT THE TIME: at a particular moment or period in the past when something happened (al momento, 
in quel momento). 
LIFT: to move someone or something to a higher condition or position (elevare). 
RECRUIT: to get people to join the army, navy, etc (reclutare). 
COUNTRYMAN: someone from your own country (compatriota). 
DEAL: to cause harm to someone or something (inferire). 
DEATHBLOW: a destructive or killing stroke or event (colpo mortale, colpo di grazia). 
GOAL: something that you hope to achieve in the future (obiettivo). 
RESTORE: to make something return to its former state of condition (ripristinare, ristabilire). 
HEARTLAND: the central part of a country or area of land (zona centrale, cuore territoriale). 
UNBENDING: unwilling to change opinions, ideas, etc (intransigente). 
FLEE: to leave somewhere very quickly, in order to escape from danger (fuggire, scappare). 

PHRASAL VERBS 
SHUT OFF: to cut off something, as flow or passage (interrompere, chiudere). 
SHUT DOWN: when a company, factory, etc stops operating, either permanently or for a short time 
(chiudere, cessare l’attività). 
BRING IN: to ask someone to become involved in a discussion or situation (inserire, far entrare). 
STAVE OFF: to keep someone or something from reaching you or affecting you for a period of time 
(prevenire). 
BRING TO BAY: to force into a position from which retreat is impossible (assediare, circondare). 

4. Aftermath 

4.1 Results 
What is the significance of the Civil War? Which results could we consider essential to 
understand what happened later in United States?  
1. Firstly, the North and West grew rich while the once-rich South became poor for a century. The 
national political power of the slaveowners and rich Southerners ended, and the freedmen did 
indeed get their freedom, their citizenship, and control of their lives, their families and their 
churches.  
2. Secondly, the outcome of the Civil War resulted in a strengthening of U.S. power and influence, 
as the definitive Union defeat of the Confederacy firmly demonstrated the strength of the United 
States Government and restored its legitimacy to handle the sectional tensions that had 
complicated U.S. external relations in the years before the Civil War. 

The debate among historians: could the Confederacy have won the war? 
Most scholars, such as James McPherson, argue that Confederate victory was at least possible. 
McPherson argues that the North’s advantage in population and resources made Northern victory 
likely but not guaranteed. He also argues that if the Confederacy had fought using unconventional 
tactics, they would have more easily been able to hold out long enough to exhaust the Union. 
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Confederates did not need to invade and hold enemy territory to win, but only needed to fight a 
defensive war to convince the North that the cost of winning was too high. The North needed to 
conquer and hold vast stretches of enemy territory and defeat Confederate armies to win. The 
Confederacy sought to win independence by outlasting Lincoln; however, after Lincoln was reelected 
in 1864, all hope for a political victory for the South ended. At that point, Lincoln had secured the 
support of the Republicans, War Democrats, the border states, emancipated slaves, and the neutrality 
of Britain and France. 
Many scholars argue that the Union held an insurmountable long-term advantage over the 
Confederacy in terms of industrial strength and population. Confederate actions, they argue, only 
delayed defeat. Civil War historian Shelby Foote expressed this view succinctly: “I think that the North 
fought that war with one hand behind its back  ... If there had been more Southern victories, and a lot more, the 
North simply would have brought that other hand out from behind its back. I don’t think the South ever had a 
chance to win that War”. 
A minority view among historians is that the Confederacy lost because, as E. Merton Coulter put it, 
“people did not will hard enough and long enough to win”. However, most historians reject the argument. 
James M. McPherson, after reading thousands of letters written by Confederate soldiers, found very 
strong patriotism that continued to the end; they truly believed they were fighting for freedom and 
liberty. Even as the Confederacy was visibly collapsing in 1864-5, he says most Confederate soldiers 
were fighting hard. Historian Gary Gallagher cites general Sherman who in early 1864 commented: 
“The devils seem to have a determination that cannot but be admired”. Despite their loss of slaves and wealth, 
with starvation looming, Sherman continued, “yet I see no sign of let up - some few deserters - plenty tired of 
war, but the masses determined to fight it out”. 

4.2 Costs 
1. The war produced more than 800,000 casualties (2% of the population), including over 
700,000 soldiers - most of them died because of diseases -, and 50,000 civilians at least, but 
probably more. The war accounted for roughly as many American deaths as all American deaths in 
other U.S. wars combined. Based on 1860 census figures, 8% of all white males aged 13 to 43 died 
in the war, including 6% in the North and 18% in the South. About 56,000 soldiers died in prison 
camps during the war. An estimated 60,000 men lost their limbs in the war. 
2. The war destroyed much of the wealth that had existed in the South. All accumulated 
investment Confederate bonds was forfeit; most banks and railroads were bankrupt. Income per 
person in the South dropped to less than 40% of that of the North, a condition that lasted until 
well into the 20th century. Southern influence in the US federal government, previously 
considerable, was greatly diminished until the latter half of the 20th century, owing to the terrible 
and harsh colonization achieved by the North to the detriment of the South. The full restoration 
of the Union was the work of a highly contentious postwar era known as Reconstruction. 

4.3 Reconstruction 
Reconstruction, one of the most turbulent and controversial periods in American history, began 
during the Civil War and ended in 1877, and it witnessed America’s first experiment in interracial 
democracy. Northern victory in the Civil War decided the fate of the Union and of slavery, but 
posed several problems. How should the nation be reunited? What would be the status of the 
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former slaves?  
After the war ended, the Republican Congress enacted laws and Constitutional amendments that 
empowered the federal government to enforce the principle of equal rights, and gave black 
Southerners the right to vote and hold office. The new Southern governments confronted violent 
opposition from the Ku Klux Klan and similar racist groups. In time, the North abandoned its 
commitment to protect the rights of the former slaves, Reconstruction came to an end, and white 
supremacy was restored throughout the South.  
Reconstruction remains relevant today because the central issues, such as the role of the federal 
government in protecting citizens’ rights, the possibility of economic and racial justice, but also 
the relationship between Northern and Southern States are still unresolved. 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Ku Klux Klan (KKK, or just the Klan) - It is the name of three distinct movements in the United 
States. The first Ku Klux Klan flourished in the Southern United States in the late 1860s, then died 
out by the early 1870s. The name was formed by combining the Greek kyklos (κύκλος, circle) with 
clan. Members made their own white costumes: robes, masks, and conical hats, designed to be 
outlandish and terrifying, and to hide their identities. The Klan used public violence against blacks as 
intimidation. Its members burned houses, and attacked and killed blacks, leaving their bodies on the 
roads. 
Racial segregation - It is separation of humans into racial groups in daily life. It may apply to 
activities such as eating in a restaurant, drinking from a water fountain, using a public toilet, 
attending school, going to the movies, riding on a bus, or in the rental or purchase of a home. 
Segregation itself is defined by the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance as “the act by which 
a (natural or legal) person separates other persons on the basis of one of the enumerated grounds without an 
objective and reasonable justification, in conformity with the proposed definition of discrimination”. 

MEANING OF … 
INDEED: used to emphasize a statement or answer (davvero). 
STRENGTHENING: an increase of force or influence (rafforzamento). 
DEFEAT: failure to win or succeed (sconfitta). 
HANDLE: to deal with a situation or problem by behaving in a particular way and making particular 
decisions (gestire). 
SECTIONAL: concerned only with your own small group in society or in an organization, as opposed 
to being concerned about society or the institution as a whole (regionale, locale). 
AL LEAST: used when you are correcting or changing something that you have just said (perlomeno). 
HOLD: to maintain occupation, control, or defense of a territory (mantenere il controllo, difendere). 
STRETCH: an area of land or water, especially one that is long and narrow (tratto). 
SEEK TO: to try to achieve or get something (cercare di, tentare di, provare a). 
OUTLAST: to continue to exist or be effective for a longer time than something else (sopravvivere a, 
durare più a lungo di). 
HOLD: to maintain something under control (mantenere). 
STARVATION: suffering or death caused by lack of food (fame). 
LOOM: to appear imminent (profilarsi, avvicinarsi). 
AL LEAST: not less tua a particular number or amount (almeno, non meno di). 
ROUGHLY: approximately (pressappoco, all’incirca). 
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WITNESS: to experience important events or changes (testimoniare, rivelare). 
DIVISIVE: causing a lot of disagreement between people (controverso). 
ENACT: to make a proposal into a law (promulgare). 
ENFORCE: to make people obey a rule or law (applicare, far rispettare). 
HOLD OFFICE: to have a particular job or position, especially an important one (ricoprire un incarico). 
CONFRONT: when a problem, difficulty, etc appears and needs to be dealt with (affrontare, 
fronteggiare). 
IN TIME: after a certain period of time, especially after a gradual process of change and development 
(con il tempo). 
COMMITMENT: a promise to do something or to behave in a particular way (impegno). 
THROUGHOUT: in every part of a particular area, place, etc (ovunque). 

PHRASAL VERBS 
HOLD OUT: to continue to successfully defend a place that is being attacked (resistere). 
FIGHT IT OUT: to try to find a solution to a difficult situation by force (risolvere la questione con la 
forza). 
ACCOUNT FOR: to form a particular amount or part of something (rappresentare).
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